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l. AT INITIATIVE OF MAJ GEN TRAN VAN DON LT CGL CONEIN

-“:;MET WITH HIM MORNING 23 ,OC’T AT JOINT GENERAL STAFFo COVER. F’OR
HEETING WAS DISCUSSION RECENT DEMARCHE MAD:. TO SECRETARY THUAN

COL TUNG WITH' RESPECT TO SUPPORT OF SPECIAL rORC’ES.

‘. .2} GEN DON WAS QUITE AGITATED. ~ HE STATED THAT THE GENERALS‘“”‘
A\ oup COMMITTEE HAD DECIDED TO ATTEMPT TO, TAKE 'ADVANTAGE OF THE'
é].zs__““;NATIONAL HOLIDAY IN ORDER TO STAGE A coup WITHIN THE VEEKs
i 5

I‘HOWEVEﬂo ON 22 OCT GEN ‘HARKINS HAD CALLED I GEN DON AND STATED 'jﬁf:?'
THAT "HE (HARKINS) HAD REPORTS THAT coL NGUYEN, KHUGVGg A mtmagr _I"
| . 'OF GEN DON'S STAFF, WAS. PLANNING ‘A COUP. TS imeR Jon ﬂp ABOUT av
s“;OCT; (SEE USARMA SAIGON C-398, 21 oct 63, DTG 2 110552>¢- sz

';,HARKINS ALLEGEDLY STATED TO DON THAT THIS was THIZ WRONG TINE FOR '

‘:fA'coup, THE WAR VAS GOING WELL AND THAT ‘COL- kﬁuows SHOULD BE MADE.ﬁf ok

{TO CEASE AND DESIST IN HIS PLANNING. "FURTHERMORE; GEN DON ASSERTED \Vﬁ;

I S SIS S i

‘__‘»THAT WORD- OF' coL’ KHUONG' S OVERTURES TO THE AMERICANS HAD REACHED

s
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--THE PALACE. AS A RESULT, THE STH DIVISIO"J AND THE 7TH DIVISION,

PRENEES S

. WHICH HAD BEEN COUNTED ON AS KEY ELEMENTS IN ‘THE S{X\IGON AREA - T()

ifPARTICIPATE IN THE. coup, HAD BEEN EXTENDED ON THEIR OPERATIONS
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’"LASSIF}-ED.MESSAGE

»M;_oursﬁ:m‘: OF - SATGON’ BY’ ORDER:OF: "
- pon- DEMANDED T KNOW\THE “ANSVE

wITH stpzcr TO THE USG ATTITﬁDE TOWARDS a coup.
CTIONS, HE couw SAY THAT W‘ use wcm,n"_ ’

‘10 MIS. szvxbu o
cowézw REPLIE“
i%THAT, SPEAKING: ON- INSTRU
F“NOT THWART A CHANGF OF GOVERNME

ASSIQTANCE TO a NEW REGINE IF IT APPFAR

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE MILIIARY EFFORT;
¥ TO WIN THE WAR, AND IMPROVLNG WORKING RELATIONSHIPS WITH

4. 'GEN 'DON THEN ASKED CONEIN TO TELL THE AMBASSADOR,

| THE GENERALS COUP COMMITTEE, THAT COL KHUONG WAS: NOT A MEMBER OF THE

COUP COMMITTEE, DID NOT.REPRESENT THE COMMIT
BE CON“EDER&D AS REPRESFNTTNP ANY SUBSTANTIAL

ARMED . FCRCES. THE coup cowvzrr, WILL MFFT GN ?5 o

ON APPRGPRIATE DISCIPLINARY ACTIUN T0. bE’&MﬂE»;

NT on DENY 2cnwomxc awm MILETARYi
ED- CAPABLE oF INCREASING}”J
ASSURING POPULAR SUPPORTw
THE,US.;
AS FROM -

TEE OR ITS THINKINGQ

AND SHOULD NOT,
ELEMENT OF THE
s ~OCT AND DECIDE
VITH RESPECT TO TOL-KHiONG. . -

5, CONEIN INQUIRED IF GEN DON HAD AT;
GEN DON ADNLTTED THAT

-a

LWPLLD TO ccwrscy

HIM THRU THE MEDIUM OF LAM NGOC HUAVD
CONEIN INQUIRED WHY. THE GENERALS HAb NuT T%Eh SPQKEN
DON RESPONDED

s STAFF TO

I HE HAD.
70 THE AMBASSADOR AT THE RECE PT ION. ON THE 1BTH.

THAT THERE HAD 'BEEN" TOO MANY MEMBERS OF CEN HARKINS'

?PERMIT ANy SECURE CONVERSATION VITH THE Amsassnoon.,;.;;ﬂ
D DON TO PRODUCE PROOF THAT THE

THEYVHAD ANY PLAN

=s;. CONEIN “THEN CHALLENGE
GENERALS coup,commxrrz ’EXISTED’OR‘THAT

s PROOF HE WOULD SEEK THE PE"MISSION OFETHE

ADVANCED AND '.?'nmi A
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*‘LA%S!F)ED MEssAGE I"M N b556,  PAGE _3 OF 3
. /COMMITTEE ON 23°0CT TO TURN OVER TO CONEIN ON'24 OCT, EYES oMY

i e g g

< FOR THE AMBASSADOR, THE COMMITTEE' S PULITICAL ORGANIZATION FLAN
10 ACGOM)SL*;S*HM?EES DON REQUESTED CONEIN TO MEET HIN AT 1500
:i‘HOURS oN 24 oct w DOVNTOUN snxeon v ORDER O RECEIVE THS
{PLANG SR
“eEN HARKINS xs IN BANGKOK TODAYtBUTHON HIS RETURN




